An update on the clinical pathology of oral precancer and cancer.
The identification of oral precancerous and cancerous lesions at an early stage allows for early intervention and minimizes mortality and morbidity. A combination of risk reduction and early detection should further reduce the incidence and improve outcomes. A clear understanding of the aetiology and clinical presentation of these lesions is key to effective management of these patients in primary dental care. We present a timely update on these issues, with an emphasis on the importance of early detection. The identification of lesions at precancerous stages or, at worst, early malignancy, is the key to better outcomes for our oral cancer patients.